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Acts of the Apostles – an overview

 Acts is descriptive and not prescriptive; i.e. 

o it describes what went on in those 30 or so years following our
Lord’s death, resurrection and ascension. 

o It does not prescribe what should be happening in 
Christianity today.

 Acts is dominated by:
o the Jews who were being offered a second chance to accept Jesus as the 

Son of God and their Messiah,

o and the Gentiles of that time were brought in in an attempt to help and 
stimulate them to do just that.

Extract from 
“Exploring the Acts of 

the Apostles” by 
Michael Penny (p.217)

A simple summary of Acts .....



Acts of the Apostles – an overview

Recommended commentaries on “The Acts of the Apostles” ....
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Palestine 
in 

New 
Testament 

times



in Jerusalem

and in all Judea

and Samaria

and to the end of 
the land [or earth –

Greek = gè, which may 
mean either land or 
earth, depending on 

context]. 

Acts 1:8

you shall be 
witnesses to Me 





• Introduction  (1:1-3)
• Christ’s final instructions and ascension  (1:4-14)
• The choosing of the twelfth apostle (1:15-26)
• Jewish feast of Pentecost, and events in Jerusalem (2:1-8:1)
• Jewish believers increase throughout Judea and Samaria (8:2-38)
• Conversion of Saul/Paul, and subsequent events (9:1-31)
• Further increase in Jewish believers throughout Judea (9:32-43)
• Gentiles accepted without becoming proselytes (10:1-11:18)
• Antioch becomes an prominent Christian centre (11:19-30)
• James killed, Peter’s imprisonment, Herod’s death (12:1-24)
• Paul’s first journey of preaching, teaching and encouragement (12:25-14:27)
• The Council of Jerusalem (15:1-35)
• Paul’s second journey of preaching, teaching and encouragement (15:36 – 18:22)
• Paul’s third journey of preaching, teaching and encouragement (18:23-21:16)
• Paul’s last days of freedom in Jerusalem (21:17-29)
• Paul’s arrest/imprisonment (21:17-28:31) - in Jerusalem; in Caesarea; 

the journey by ship to Rome; house arrest in Rome.

Acts
main sections

Concerning 
Jews only

Concerning 
Jews, then 
Gentiles



Antioch

Cyrene

Cities and Provinces in 
New Testament times

SYRIA



Jews travelled from these 
cities and nations to 
Jerusalem to commemorate 
the annual Jewish festival of 
Pentecost, also known as 
“The Feast of Weeks” 
(Leviticus 23:15-22) and 
referred to as the “harvest 
festival” (Exodus 23:16).

Nations mentioned in Acts 2:9-11

Map taken from the NIV Study Bible



Israel
a Kingdom of 

Priests

“If you obey Me fully 
and keep My covenant, 
then out of all nations 
you will be My 
treasured possession. 
Although the whole 
earth is mine, you will 
be for Me: 
a kingdom of priests, 
and a holy nation.”

(Exodus 19:5,6)

Other 
nations

Peter’s speech in Acts 3
“To Israel first...”

To you (i.e. Israel – v.12) first, 
God, having raised up His 
Servant Jesus, sent Him to 
bless you, in turning away 
every one of you from your 
iniquities. Acts 3:26



• Acts of the apostles = the Acts of the Lord
• The Book of Acts describes events, not what should be happening today.
• Israel was the primary nation in God’s dealings at this stage
• Messages about the coming kingdom, restoration of kingdom of Israel 
• Message was “repent”, believe in Jesus of Nazareth as Messiah, and thus Saviour
• No Gentiles involved at this stage
• To Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the ends of the land / earth 
• Pentecost – a festival of Israelites – a foretaste of the coming kingdom. 
• Miraculous displays of the Holy Spirit, accompanying messages about the kingdom
• Miracles of blessing … and of judgement 
• Apostles’ work resulted in some believing, but many not
• Israel’s leaders persecuted Jewish Christians

Acts 1 to 8 
main events and themes



Paul’s life (in summary):



Paul’s 
conversion and 
early travels –

summary



Paul’s 
conversion and 
early travels –

detailed



1
Paul’s first 

journey 
of preaching, 
teaching and 

encouragement



2
Paul’s second 

journey 
of preaching, 
teaching and 

encouragement



3
Paul’s third 

journey 
of preaching, 
teaching and 

encouragement






