
Paul’s Epistle to the

Galatians

Who?

From whom?
Paul … “and all the brethren who are with me” 
in Syrian Antioch (Galatians 1:1 cp Acts 13:1)

To whom?
Jewish and Gentile Christians living during the Acts 
Period in the province of Galatia 
(including Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe 
– see Acts ch.13 & 14)

About whom?
Jewish and Gentile Christians living during the Acts 
Period

Who?



“Galatia” was a region in modern Central Turkiye.

From 25 BC to 137 AD – a period that included New 
Testament times – the name “Galatia” referred to 
the formal Roman province of the same name, and 
included several centres that Paul had visited, such 
as Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra and Derbe (Acts 
ch.13 & 14). 

The region with this name was previously, and 
subsequently, much smaller and did not include 
these centres. See maps on the other slides for a 
comparison.

Galatians Where?



Maps source:

This is the region of Galatia 
in New Testament times.

Significantly, it includes the 
four main centres 

mentioned in
Acts 13:14 to 14:23.

Galatians

Where?
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Paul visits centres in 
Galatia (Acts 13 & 14), 

and teaches them about 
salvation apart from the 

Law (Acts 13:38,39)

Back home in Antioch, 
Paul hears that the 

Galatians are 
abandoning this teaching 

(Galatians 1:6; 3:1-6)

Paul then writes to the 
Galatians restating his 
original teaching and 

expanding upon it 
(Galatians 2:11-5:12)

Men from Judea come to Antioch and begin 
teaching false doctrine about the place of 
the Law (Acts 15:1,2). A meeting is held in 
Jerusalem to discuss these things, and a 

statement is formed (Acts 15:2-29).

Galatians When?



Galatians 

A brief timeline ...
• c.45-46 AD Paul visited churches in Galatia (Acts ch.13 & 14)
• c.46-51 AD Paul was based in Antioch in Syria (Acts 14:26-28)
• c.49 AD Paul wrote to the Galatians from Antioch (Galatians ch. 1 to 6)
• c.50 AD The Council of Jerusalem is held (Acts ch.15)
• c.51 AD Paul visits the Galatians again during his second journey (Acts 16:1-6)
• C.54 AD Paul visits the Galatians again during his third journey (Acts 18:23)

When?



Galatians 

A brief timeline ...
• c.45-46 AD Paul visited churches in Galatia (Acts ch.13 & 14)
• c.46-51 AD Paul was based in Antioch in Syria (Acts 14:26-28)
• c.49 AD Paul wrote to the Galatians from Antioch (Galatians ch. 1 to 6)
• c.50 AD The Council of Jerusalem is held (Acts ch.15)
• c.51 AD Paul visits the Galatians again during his second journey (Acts 16:1-6)
• C.54 AD Paul visits the Galatians again during his third journey (Acts 18:23)

The absence of Timothy
Another indicator that this epistle was written at this point, and not later, is the absence of Timothy.
Timothy was a resident of either Lystra or Derbe, and is not mentioned in the narrative until Acts 16:1-4, when 
Paul was on his second journey. 
Significantly, Timothy is not mentioned in Galatians because the epistle was written BEFORE the second journey 
commenced. After this time, he is mentioned in most of Paul’s other epistles.

When?
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after returning to Syrian Antioch

and ministering there “a long time” (Acts 14:28), about five years.
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and ministering there “a long time” (Acts 14:28), about five years.



The main reason for writing:

Gentile Christians in Galatian churches were being told by other influential Jews that 
they needed to be circumcised and observe the Mosaic Law. (1:6,7; 3:1; 5:7; 6:12,13)

This is contrary to what Paul had taught them earlier (1:8,9), so he wrote to warn 
them that this false belief was undermining the gift of salvation, freely given apart 
from adherence to the Law. (2:15-21 cp. Acts 13:38,39)

Related issues:

Paul defended his apostleship, reinforcing that he had the authority from God to 
teach the Galatians about salvation by faith alone. (1:11-2:10)

He also addresses their Christian walk. (5:13-6:10)

Why?Galatians



Acts 13:16-41 - The “blueprint” for Paul’s other synagogue messages?

• History of Israel leading up to King David (v.16-22)

• David is then linked with “Jesus” as the promised Messiah (v.23-26)

• Israelites in Jerusalem and Judea rejected this “Jesus” and 
had Him killed (v.27-29) …

• … but God raised Him from the dead (v.30-37)

• Through this Man is proclaimed to you forgiveness of sins –
“believe in Him”; i.e. have faith in Him (v.38,39a)

• A person can’t have a right standing before God (i.e. justification) through merely 
observing the Law. (v.39b)

• Heed this message, lest there be consequences for not heeding it. (v.40,41)



(A) 1:1-5 – Greeting

(B)   1:6-10 – Paul’s disappointment at the Galatians …
(i) following a different teaching about the Law and faith to what Paul had taught them (v.6-9)
(ii) casting doubt on Paul’s authority to teach what he had taught them (v.10)

(C) 1:11-2:10 – The authenticity of Paul’s apostleship

(D) 2:11-18 – Paul confronts a hypocritical stance [issue is touched upon in section (E) below]

(E) 2:19-3:18 – Not under bondage of Law, but great freedom through faith in Christ

(F) 3:19-4:7 – This brings about adoption, a special relationship with God

(G) 4:8-5:12 – Ideas in the previous two sections (E) and (F) are combined and expanded upon

(H) 5:13-25 – Liberty doesn’t mean “do what you like”; flesh- and spirit-driven actions contrasted

(I)    5:26-6:10 – General Christian conduct, “the fruit of the Spirit”, etc.

(J)   6:11-18 – Summary of main themes [especially (E) above]

Galatians Main sections
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Some brief answers are offered here. 
A more detailed article on these subjects may be found at …

> Systematicbiblestudy.com
> No.27 Paul’s Acts Period Letters

> Galatians and Acts Period Related Issues

Paul’s epistle to the Galatians raises several issues that are 
often not understood by Christians today. These issues include:

[1] Jews and Gentiles – differences or no differences?

[2] The Law of Moses – what was it, and what was its place?

[3] Circumcision - what was its purpose, and what was its place?

[4] Who were/are Abraham’s seed / descendants?

Galatians … and Acts period issues



Jews and Gentiles

Were there, or were there not, differences between Jews and 
Gentiles during the Acts period (Galatians 3:28)?

There were no differences between Jews and Gentiles in the Acts period 
concerning faith in Christ and salvation (Galatians 3:28). 

However, there were some differences during the Acts period at a national 
level, as the nation of Israel still had a role to play as the chosen people of God 
at that time. (1 Peter 2:9a; Acts 13:46). 

Galatians … and Acts period issues



The Law – its place in the Acts period

What was “the Law” (mentioned in Galatians 30+ times) ?

Two definitions:

(1) The first five books of Moses – Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 
(cp. Luke 24:44)

(2) The large set of rules, conditions and promises given to Israel set out in Exodus 
19 to Deuteronomy 34. The Law was not restricted to just the Ten Commandments 
(Exodus 20:1-17) but also included instructions about the sanctuary, priests, sacrifices, 
regular festivals and other aspects of Israelite life in general.

Galatians … and Acts period issues



Were people under the Law during the Acts period?

Gentiles were never required by God to observe the Mosaic Law. It was not given 
to them (Exodus 19:5,6; 24:1,5,8).

Israelites were expected to observe the Law during that time, and they were right 
to do so (Acts 21:18-27 – see also Acts 18:18; 20:16; Acts 24:17,18).

What role did the Law play in a person's salvation?

None whatsoever (Galatians 2:16; Acts 13:38,39).

Galatians … and Acts period issues

The Law – its place in the Acts period



What was the purpose of the Law?

There are at least three reasons why the Law was given, and there are probably more. 

(1) The Law was a written form of God’s instructions and highlighted to Israel what was 
right and what was wrong in His eyes. (Galatians 3:19; Romans 7:7).

(2) The Law was a formal way of setting Israel apart from the other nations. Ideally, if 
Israelites had kept the commands, they would be blessed and it would be openly 
apparent to the other nations that the only true God was to be found in the midst of 
Israel, and not in false gods and idols, etc. (Deuteronomy 4:6-8; 28:1,2; Exodus 19:5,6; 
Zechariah 8:20-23).

(3) In a way less obvious until NT times, the Law foreshadowed things to come, and 
pictured ways several aspects of Christ’s life, ministry and sacrificial work (Colossians 
2:16; 17; Matthew 5:17,18).

Galatians … and Acts period issues

The 
Law –
its place 
in the 
Acts 
period



JEWISH Christians were instructed to:

• place God above all things

• treat their fellow man with love and 
kindness

• live upright and moral lives 

• continue trying to observe the Law with 
its ordinances because there was still a 
role for Israel being played out at that 
time

Galatians … and Acts period issues

The Law – its place in the Acts period

GENTILE Christians were instructed to: 

• place God above all things

• treat their fellow man with love and 
kindness

• live upright and moral lives 

• not be polluted with aspects of idol 
worship and to be careful with food 
preparation that may hinder fellowship with 
Christian Jews

SAME

SAME

SAME

DIFFERENT



What was/is circumcision (mentioned in Galatians 13 times)?

Two slightly different meanings in the NT:

(1) The practice of circumcision is the physical removal of the foreskin by cutting
(Genesis 17:10-12). 

(2) The term “The Circumcision” is often used to describe Jews
Gentiles are sometimes referred to as the “Uncircumcision” 
(e.g. Acts 11:2,3; Ephesians 2:11).

Circumcision

Galatians … and Acts period issues



Why were Israelite males circumcised?

Generally speaking, circumcision in the Bible was a permanent physical sign of being 
in a relationship with God, being God’s people, and being one of those people marked 
out as aligned with the one true God. In most cases, this meant Israelites. 

Although the ritual was performed on Israelite males only, females associated with the 
circumcised males in the household were also considered to be God’s people.

The reasons given for circumcision in the Bible are largely symbolic (Genesis 17:1-14).

Galatians … and Acts period issues

Circumcision



Abraham’s seed / descendants

Why is Abraham referred to so often in the New Testament (over 70 times), 
and Galatians in particular (3:6,7,8,9,14,16,18,29; 4:22)?

Abraham was the “father” of many nations, but especially the “father” of Israel (Luke 1:68, 
73-75; Acts 7:2). God was still dealing with Israel as a special nation during the Acts 
period.

Galatians … and Acts period issues



Abraham’s seed / descendants

Galatians … and Acts period issues

Galatians 3:7 says that those who are of faith are sons (NIV – children) of Abraham. 
Are we sons/children of Abraham today, and is Abraham our “father”?

No. While there are parallels between both Abraham and Christians being justified by faith 
alone, Abraham’s “fatherhood” and the descendants or seed of Abraham are really 
associated with the nation of Israel and being separated from the Gentile nations (Exodus 
3:15; Isaiah 41:8). 
Significantly, although Abraham’s name is mentioned over 70 times in the New 
Testament, not one of these occurs in the writings after the Acts period, since God has 
not been dealing with people on the basis of nationality since that time. 
Galatians was written during the Acts period.

Acts period references to Abraham              Post-Acts period references to Abraham
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