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Acts of the Apostles – an overview





The Bible: Section by Section – New Testament Letters

Most NT letters include: 
author’s name, addressee’s name/s, 

greeting, parting words, etc .... 

mostly:

+  items of doctrine

+  practical Christian
advice



The Bible: Section by Section – New Testament Letters

Main  Purposes  of  the  N T Letters
- written by apostles of Christ  -

•A follow up to inform believers in writing
about who Christ was, His 
work, His resurrection, etc.

• Advice about living in a way which is 
pleasing to God.

• Some foretelling of future events.

• An addressing of specific issues which had
arisen amongst recipients 
of the letters.



Acts 13 to 28 Narrative
Features

• Acts of the apostles = the Acts of the Lord  (Acts 1:1; 13:2)

• Paul features strongly in the narrative (Acts ch.13 to 28)

• Israel was still the primary nation in God’s dealings at this stage (Acts 13:46)

• Gentiles could now have a relationship with God - similar to Israel, but not identical (Acts 15:11,28,29)

• Message to Jews: “believe in the Lord Jesus as your promised Messiah & Saviour”(Acts 13:32,38,39; 18:5)

• Message to Gentiles: “believe in the Lord Jesus as your [promised Messiah] Saviour” (Acts 16:30,31)

• Paul (and co-workers’) ministry resulted in some Jews believing, but more Gentiles (Acts 28:23-25a,28)

• Most persecutions for Christians came from Israel’s leaders, but some Gentiles also (Acts 14:2; 16:20-23)

• Miraculous displays of the Holy Spirit – miracles of blessing … and of judgement (Acts 13:8-11; 14:8-10)

• Return of the Lord spoken of as imminent, “soon” (Acts 3:19-21, but more plainly stated in the epistles)

The narrative sets out the events and circumstances:              



• Acts of the apostles = the Acts of the Lord  (1 Corinthians 3:4-7) 

• Paul features strongly in the narrative  (Galatians 1:11-2:10; 2 Corinthians ch. 1 to 7; 10 to 13)

• Israel was still the primary nation in God’s dealings at this stage  (Romans 1:16; 2:9,10; 11:17,18)

• Gentiles could now have a relationship with God - similar to Israel, but not identical (Romans 11:17,18)

• Message to Jews: “believe in the Lord Jesus as your promised Messiah & Saviour” (Romans 15:8)

• Message to Gentiles: “believe in the Lord Jesus as your [promised Messiah] Saviour” (Romans 15:8-12)

• Paul (and co-workers’) ministry resulted in some Jews believing, but more Gentiles (Large Gentile readership)

• Most persecutions for Christians came from Israel’s leaders, but some Gentiles also  (2 Thessalonians 1:4)

• Miraculous displays of the Holy Spirit – miracles of blessing … and of judgement   (1 Cor. 11:29,30; 12:7-11)

• Return of the Lord spoken of as imminent, “soon”  (Romans 13:11,12; 1 Corinthians 7:29)

Paul’s Acts Period Epistles
To Jewish and Gentile Believers

Same features as Acts 13 to 28 narrative:              



Paul’s Letters to Jewish & Gentile Christians
- Similar to Acts 13 to 28 main events and themes

These letters were written ...

(a) to Jewish and Gentile believers
(b) during the Acts Period

when God was dealing with Israel differently to other nations

Portions of these letters do not reflect conditions today
• E.g. evidential miracles

- a feature of the Acts period, but not today

Portions of these letters reflect conditions today
• E.g. salvation by grace only through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

- a feature of the Acts period, as well as today

• The Book of Acts describes events; it does not necessarily prescribe what should be happening today.

• The epistles written during that time should be viewed exactly the same way.
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Acts Period epistles of 
Paul to Jews and Gentiles 
highlighted in red:
• Galatians
• 1 Thessalonians
• 2 Thessalonians
• 1 Corinthians
• 2 Corinthians
• Romans



Written FROM 
Syrian Anitoch, 
(between the 1st

and 2nd journeys)

Antioch

GALATIANS:
Written TO the Jewish and Gentile Galatian Christians 

(esp. those in Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra & Derbe)

Galatians was written between Paul’s 1st and 2nd Journeys,
after returning to Syrian Antioch

and ministering there “a long time” (Acts 14:28), about five years.



Written FROM 
Syrian Anitoch, 
(between the 1st

and 2nd journeys)

Antioch

GALATIANS:
Written TO the Jewish and Gentile Galatian Christians 

(esp. those in Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra & Derbe)

PAUL’S FIRST
MINISTRY JOURNEY

Galatians was written between Paul’s 1st and 2nd Journeys,
after returning to Syrian Antioch

and ministering there “a long time” (Acts 14:28), about five years.



Antioch

1 & 2 THESSALONIANS:
Both epistles written TO the Jewish and Gentile Galatian Christians 

(esp. those in Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra & Derbe)

1 & 2 Thessalonians were written during Paul’s 2nd Journey,
while staying 18 months in Corinth or nearby (Acts 18:11).

Both epistles written 
FROM Corinth, or nearby



Antioch

1 & 2 THESSALONIANS:
Both epistles written TO the Jewish and Gentile Galatian Christians 

(esp. those in Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra & Derbe)

Both epistles written 
FROM Corinth, or nearby

PAUL’S SECOND 
MINISTRY JOURNEY

PAUL’S SECOND 
MINISTRY JOURNEY

PAUL’S SECOND 
MINISTRY JOURNEY

1 & 2 Thessalonians were written during Paul’s 2nd Journey,
while staying 18 months in Corinth or nearby (Acts 18:11).



Antioch

2 Cor. written 
FROM Macedonia

1 Cor. written 
FROM Ephesus

1 & 2 Corinthians were written during Paul’s 3rd Journey.
1 Cor. written while staying two or three years in Ephesus.

2 Cor. written during a much shorter stay in Macedonia.

Both 1 & 2 CORINTHIANS
Written TO the Jewish and Gentile Galatian Christians 

in Corinth



Antioch

Both 1 & 2 CORINTHIANS
Written TO the Jewish and Gentile Galatian Christians 

in Corinth

2 Cor. written 
FROM Macedonia

1 Cor. written 
FROM Ephesus

1 & 2 Corinthians were written during Paul’s 3rd Journey.
1 Cor. written while staying two or three years in Ephesus.

2 Cor. written during a much shorter stay in Macedonia.



Antioch

ROMANS
Written TO the Jewish and Gentile Galatian Christians
in Rome (whom he had not yet visited)

Romans written FROM 
Corinth or nearby

Romans was written during Paul’s 3rd Journey,
while staying three months in Corinth or nearby (Acts 20:3).



Antioch

ROMANS
Written TO the Jewish and Gentile Galatian Christians 
in Rome (whom he had not yet visited)

Romans written FROM 
Corinth or nearby

Romans was written during Paul’s 3rd Journey,
while staying three months in Corinth or nearby (Acts 20:3).



Paul’s letters to churches
(in descending order of length)

Paul’s letters to individuals
(in descending order of length)

Hebrews is a letter, perhaps by Paul, or 
perhaps by a different author

Revelation concerns the future, is not as 
obviously an epistle, and has been perceived 

to have been written last

Letters from James, Peter and John, in the 
same order as these people are mentioned 

in Galatians 2:9 (Jude is not mentioned 
there, so is placed after them)



PAUL’S FIRST 
MINISTRY JOURNEY

ACTS 13:4 – 14:26

Start/Finish

1st

Journey
No Pauline epistles 
written during this 
time.
• Galatians 
(written from Antioch 
after this journey, and 
before the next)



PAUL’S SECOND 
MINISTRY JOURNEY

ACTS 15:36 – 18:22

Start/Finish

2nd

Journey
Pauline epistles written 
during this time:
• 1 Thessalonians
• 2 Thessalonians
(written from Corinth or 
nearby)



PAUL’S THIRD 
MINISTRY JOURNEY

ACTS 18:23-21:17

Start

Finish

3rd

Journey
Pauline epistles 
written during this 
time:
• 1 Corinthians
(written from Ephesus)
• 2 Corinthians
(written from Macedonia)
• Romans
(written from Corinth or 
nearby)
(Hebrews)
Probably written by Paul, 
Location of writing unknown


