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Acts of the Apostles - an overview

The Books of thé New Testament

Christ on Earth

approx
4B.C.- 29 A.D

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John

Acts Period

approx
29AD-62AD

Romans

1 & 2 Corinthians
Galatians

1 & 2 Thessalonians
Hebrews

James

1 & 2 Peter

1,2 & 3 John
Jude

Revelation

(Acts)

After Acts

approx
62 A.D.-68 A.D.

Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians

1 & 2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
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The Bible: Section by Section — New Testament Letters

Most NT letters include:
author’s name, addressee’s name/s,
greeting, parting words, etc ....

mostly:

+ items of doctrine
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+ practical Christian Doctrine Practice
a dVi ce the way things are what should be done




Main Purposgses of the NT Letters

- written by apostles of Christ -

*A follow up to inform believers in writing
about who Christ was, His
work, His resurrection, etc.

* Advice about living in a way which is
pleasing to God.

* Some foretelling of future events.

* An addressing of specific issues which had
arisen amongst recipients
of the letters.
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Acts 13 to 28 Narrative
Features

The narrative sets out the events and circumstances:

e Acts of the apostles = the Acts of the Lord (Acis /:1; 13:2)

e Paul features strongly in the narrative (Acts ch. /13 to 25)

e Israel was still the primary nation in God’s dealings at this stage (Acts /3:46)

e Gentiles could now have a relationship with God - similar to Israel, but not identical (Acts /5:11,28,29)

e Message to Jews: “believe in the Lord Jesus as your promised Messiah & Saviour”(Acts 13:32,38,39, 18:5)
e Message to Gentiles: “believe in the Lord Jesus as your fpremised-Messiah} Saviour” (Acts 16:30,31)

* Paul (and co-workers’) ministry resulted in some Jews believing, but more Gentiles (Acts 28:23-25a,28)

e Most persecutions for Christians came from Israel’s leaders, but some Gentiles also (Acts 14:2; 16:20-23)
e Miraculous displays of the Holy Spirit — miracles of blessing ... and of judgement (Acts /13:8-11; 14:5-10)

e Return of the Lord spoken of as imminent, “soon” (Acts 3.:19-21, but more plainly stated in the epistles)



Paul’s Acts Period Epistles
To Jewish and Gentile Believers

Same features as Acts 13 to 28 narrative: v

e Acts of the apostles = the Acts of the Lord (/ Corinthians 3:4-7)

e Paul features strongly in the narrative (Galatians 1:11-2:10; 2 Corinthians ch. I to 7; 10 to 13)

e Israel was still the primary nation in God’s dealings at this stage (Romans 1:16; 2:9,10; 11:17,18)

e Gentiles could now have a relationship with God - similar to Israel, but not identical (Romans 11:17,18)

e Message to Jews: “believe in the Lord Jesus as your promised Messiah & Saviour” (Romans 15:5)

e Message to Gentiles: “believe in the Lord Jesus as your fpremised-Messiah}-Saviour” (Romans 15:8-12)

e Paul (and co-workers’) ministry resulted in some Jews believing, but more Gentiles (Larce Gentile readership)
e Most persecutions for Christians came from Israel’s leaders, but some Gentiles also (2 Thessalonians 1:4)

e Miraculous displays of the Holy Spirit — miracles of blessing ... and of judgement (/ Cor. 1/:29,30; 12:7-11)

e Return of the Lord spoken of as imminent, “soon” (Romans 13:11,12; 1 Corinthians 7:29)



Paul’s Letters to Jewish & Gentile Christians
- Similar to Acts 13 to 28 main events and themes

These letters were written ...

(a) to Jewish and Gentile believers
(b) during the Acts Period

when God was dealing with Israel differently to other nations

Portions of these letters reflect conditions today
E.g. salvation by grace only through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

- a feature of the Acts period, as well as today

Portions of these letters do not reflect conditions today

» E.g. evidential miracles
- a feature of the Acts period, but not today

/~  Letters to \

Jewish and
Gentile
Christians

Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians
1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

A /

» The Book of Acts describes events; it does not necessarily prescribe what should be happening today.

» The epistles written during that time should be viewed exactly the same way.



Some events may be up to 5 years earlier or later than charted here.

Most of the dates on this chart are approximate.

Most events described in Acts ch. 9 to 28

Acts
28:30,31

Various other events gleaned from epistles

Various events
gleaned from epistles
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Most of the dates on this chart are approximate.
Some events may be up to 5 years earlier or later than charted here.
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Cities and regions to whom Paul wrote epistles

1 0\

Acts Period epistles of
Paul to Jews and Gentiles
highlighted in red:
* Galatians
* 1 Thessalonians
« 2 Thessalonians
« 1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
* Romans o




Galatians was written between Paul’s 15t and 2"9 Journeys,
after returning to Syrian Antioch
and ministering there “a long time” (Acts 14:28), about five years.

GALATIANS:
Written TO the Jewish and Gentile Galatian Christians
(esp. those in Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra & Derbe)
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Galatians was written between Paul’s 15t and 2" Journeys,
after returning to Syrian Antioch
and ministering there “a long time” (Acts 14:28), about five years.
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1 & 2 Thessalonians were written during Paul’s 2"9 Journey,
while staying 18 months in Corinth or nearby (Acts 18:11).

1 & 2 THESSALONIANS:
Both epistles written TO the Jewish and Gentile Galatian Christians
(esp. those in Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra & Derbe)
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1 & 2 Thessalonians were written during Paul’s 2"9 Journey,
while staying 18 months in Corinth or nearby (Acts 18:11).

1 & 2 THESSALONIANS:

Both epistles written TO the Jewish and Gentile Galatian Christians

(esp. those in Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra & Derbe)
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1 & 2 Corinthians were written during Paul’s 3" Journey.
1 Cor. written while staying two or three years in Ephesus.
2 Cor. written during a much shorter stay in Macedonia.
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1 & 2 Corinthians were written during Paul’s 3" Journey.
1 Cor. written while staying two or three years in Ephesus.
2 Cor. written during a much shorter stay in Macedonia.
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Romans was written during Paul’s 3" Journey,
while staying three months in Corinth or nearby (Acts 20:3).

¢ Antioch




Romans was written during Paul’s 3" Journey,
while staying three months in Corinth or nearby (Acts 20:3).

ROMANS
Written TO the Jewish and Gentile Galatian Christians
in Rome (whom he had not yet visited)
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T. EP ist\es come
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Paul’s letters to churches
(in descending order of length)

Paul’s letters to individuals
(in descending order of length)

Hebrews is a letter, perhaps by Paul, or
perhaps by a different author

Letters from James, Peter and John, in the
same order as these people are mentioned
in Galatians 2:9 (Jude is not mentioned
there, so is placed after them)

Revelation concerns the future, is not as
obviously an epistle, and has been perceived
to have been written last

Paul’s Epistles

Romans
1 & 2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

1 & 2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon

Jewish Epistles

Anr epistle by Paul or a
different author: s

James

Episdes by
el 1 & 2 Peter

oy e

Propheric epizge Prophecy
Jrom Join » Jewth
delievers: Revelation




f PAUL’S FIRST
I MINISTRY JOURNEY "‘"'
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* Galatians Lt e,
(written from Antioch :
after this journey, and
before the next)

TRAVELERS: Paul, Barnabas, John Mark
MAIN ROUTE: Cyprus and Turkey (1,400 miles; 2,253 km)
CITIES/PLACES:

1. Antioch in Syria: The Holy Spirit sets apart Paul and
Barnabas to be missionaries. John Mark goes along
as their helper.

2.Sailed from Seleucia to Salamis and Paphos (on
Cyprus): Paul confronts a sorcerer named Elymas
and blinds him. (From this point the Bible calls him
Paul, rather than Saul.)

3.Perga in Pamphylia: John Mark deserts the group
and returns to Jerusalem.

4. Antioch of Pisidia: Paul preaches his longest
recorded sermon, and many respond. Jewish leaders
drive them out of the city. The Lord calls Paul to
focus his ministry on Gentiles. The Gentiles are glad
and many become believers.

5. lconium: More plots force them to flee.

6. Lystra: When Paul heals a lame man, the townspeople [

think he and Barnabas are Greek gods. Jews from
Antioch stir up the crowd, and Paul is stoned and left
for dead. But Paul survives and goes back into the city.

7. Derbe: Paul preaches and many disciples are added
to the church.

8. Lystra, Iconium, Antioch of Pisidia, Pamphylia,
Perga, Attalia: On the return trip, Paul and Barnabas
appoint elders in the churches they had planted.

9. Antioch (Szria) Paul remains there for a while,
reporting what God had done. (Possibly writes

Galatians from here.)

10. Jerusalem, via Phoenicia and Samaria:
In Ap 49, Paul and Barnabas report to the leaders of
the Jerusalem church. This meeting is known as the
Jerusalem Council (Acts 15:1-35).
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2nd

Journey

Pauline epistles written
during this time:
* 1 Thessalonians

* 2Thessalonians
(written from Corinth or
nearby)
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TRAVELERS: Paul, Silas, Timothy, Priscilla and Aquilla, Luke

MAIN ROUTE: Syria, Turkey, Greece, Jerusalem (2,800 miles; 4,506 km)

CITIES/PLACES:

. Antioch in Syria: Paul and Barnabas decide to visit
the churches again, but disagree about who should
go with them. Barnabas takes John Mark with him
to Cyprus. Paul takes Silas.

2. Syria and Cilicia: Paul and Silas take a letter from the
Jerusalem church for the churches in this region.

3. Derbe, Lystra, Iconium: While visiting these
churches, Timothy joins them.

4. Troas: While in this seaport, Paul has a vision of a man
from Macedonia calling him to come help them,

5. Samothrace, Neapolis, Philippi: Lydia, a wealthy
businesswoman, is converted in the Macedonian
city of Philippi, and the group stays in her house.
When a fortune-telling slave girl is converted, her
owners starta riot, and Paul and Silas are thrown in
jail. After an earthquake, Paul and Silas stay in their
cells. The jailer is converted.

6. Amphipolis, Ap Tk : Jews in
Thessalonica try to have Paul and Silas arrested after
they gain some converts.

7.Berea: The people in the synagogue receive the
message eagerly. Silas and Timothy stay here while
Paul goes on.

8. Athens (Mars Hill/Areopagus): Paul sees an altar
to an unknown god, and preaches to the thinkers of
Athens. A number of them believe.

9. Corinth: Paul meets Aquila and Priscilla, who
join him. People try to get Paul arrested, but the
authorities refuse. He writes 1 and 2 Thessalonians
here.

10. Cenchrea: Paul gets his hair cut because he had
taken a vow (Acts 18:18). No more details are given.

11. Ephesus: Paul leaves Priscilla and Aquila here.
12. Caesarea in Syria, Jerusalem, Antioch in Syria:

After visiting these churches, Paul returns to his
home base of Antioch.
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BLACK SEA

3rd

Journey

Pauline epistles
written during this
time:

* 1 Corinthians
(written from Ephesus)

e 2 Corinthians
(written from Macedonia)
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e Romans Fair Havens
(ertten frO m CO rinth or TRAVELERS: Paul, Timothy, Luke, others
nearby) MAIN ROUTE: Turkey, Greece, Lebanon, lsrael (2700 miles; 4,345 km)
(Hebrews) CITIES/PLACES:
i Ptolemais (A
Probab ly written by Pa UI: 1. Region of Galatia and Phrygia: Paul decides to 6. Cos, Rhodes, Patara, Tyre: Disciples warn Paul not L
Location of Writing unknown visit the churches again. to go to Jerusalem. Caesarea Maritima
2. Ephesus: Paul stays here two years. He writes 7. Ptolemais and Caesarea: A prophet predicts that
1 Corinthians, So many people convert that the Paul will be imprisoned and handed over to the
silversmiths who manufacture idols start a riot. Gentiles.
3. Macedonia and Greece (Achaia): Paul writes 8. Jerusalem: The missionaries report to the
2 Corinthians and Romans. church leaders, who urge Paul to participate in
a purification ritual at the temple to counteract
4. Philippi (Macedonia) and Troas: While Paul is rumors that Christianity is anti-Jewish.

preaching, a young man falls asleep, falls from a
third-story window, and dies. Paul revives him.

5. Assos, Mitylene (near Chios), Samos, Miletus: . o
Elders from Ephesus meet the ship at Miletus; Paul A £ ' i ™ 300 Niks
tells them he expects to be imprisoned in Jerusalem. =
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